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PROFESSOR JAMES EDELMAN — APPOINTMENT TO SUPREME COURT 

Statement by Attorney General 

MR C.C. PORTER (Bateman — Attorney General) [12.09 pm]: I inform the house of the recent appointment 
of Professor James Edelman as a judge of the Supreme Court of Western Australia. This appointment follows the 
retirement of his Honour Justice Blaxell, whose contribution to the state judicial system has been of enormous 
value to the people of the state of Western Australia. Professor Edelman will commence in the position on 
25 July this year, and I consider that the appointment of a young, energetic and internationally recognised lawyer 
and academic to the Supreme Court of Western Australia is reflective of the outstanding quality of the men and 
women produced by the Western Australian legal community and will further add to the diversity in the court.  

This is an opportunity to inform the house of Professor Edelman’s academic and legal background. Professor 
Edelman graduated from the University of Western Australia with a Bachelor of Laws degree, with first-class 
honours, in 1996, before being awarded a Rhodes scholarship, which enabled him to complete a Doctor of 
Philosophy in law degree at the University of Oxford in 2001. He was also awarded an honorary Master of Arts 
degree from Oxford in 2005. He also completed a Bachelor of Economics at UWA in 1995, and a Bachelor of 
Commerce at Murdoch University in 1997. 

Professor Edelman completed his articles of clerkship with Blake Dawson Waldron and was admitted to practise 
law in Western Australia in 1998. After this he formed and has maintained a practice in Western Australia, 
practising as a barrister from the chambers of the Governor-designate, Malcolm McCusker, QC, where he has 
been instructed for and appeared as lead counsel in applications, trials or appeals in the Federal Court, the 
District Court, the Supreme Court, the Court of Appeal and the High Court of Australia. He also practised as a 
barrister in London, with chambers at One Essex Court.  

Since 2002, Professor Edelman has held esteemed positions as a legal academic at universities in Australia, the 
United Kingdom, Europe and the United States of America, and most recently as a fellow and lecturer of Keble 
College, Oxford. In 2008 he was appointed Professor of the Law of Obligations in the faculty of law at Oxford, 
becoming the youngest ever professor of law in the long history of that university. Professor Edelman won an 
excellence in teaching award from Oxford in both 2007 and 2010, and was the winner of the UK Society of 
Legal Scholars prize for the most outstanding legal scholarship in 2003. 

It is fair to say that Professor Edelman is Australia’s most published legal writer in recent times, which has been 
achieved while still appearing in court at the highest level in Australia and the United Kingdom. I have every 
confidence that this appointment will mark the commencement of a long and successful career in judicial 
service. 
 


